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will either join the armament against Egypt in person,
or send ten thousand men, to be maintained for a year
at his charge. During his lifetime he will maintain five
hundred knights for the defence of the Holy Land."

No sooner had the Barons met the next day to discuss
this high matter, than Guido, the Cistercian Abbot of
Vaux Oernay, rose and declared emphatically that they
came not to wage war on Christians; to Syria they
would go, and only to Syria. He was supported by the
faction desirous of dissolving the armament. It was
replied that they could now do nothing in Syria; that
the only way to subjugate permanently the Holy Land
was by Egypt or by Greece. Even the clergy were di-
vided : the Cistercian Abbot of Loces, a man of high
esteem for his profound piety, took the other side-
Words ran high even among those holy persons.

The treaty was accepted (they could not without
shame refuse it) by the Marquis of Montferrat, Treftty wjtbl
the Count of Flanders, Hennegau, the Count JUexius-
of Blois, and the Count of St. Pol; yet only eight
knights more dared to set their hands to this doubtful
covenant. But all the winter there were constant de-
fections in the army; some set out by land, and were
massacred by the barbarous Sclavonians; some em-
barked for Syria in merchant vessels; at a later period
Simon de Montfort quitted the camp with many noble
followers, and joined the King of Hungary. " If God,"
says Yillehardouin, " had not loved the army, it would
have melted away through the contending factions."
It was the Papal ban, either actually in force, or im-
pending in all its awful menace over the pilgrim army,
which was alleged as the summons to all holy men to
abandon the unhallowed expedition. The bishops in
the army had taken upon themselves to suspend tliit